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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: BONIFACIO OUTLINES PUBLIC ORDER PROPOSALS AS PRESS 
SPECULATION ON THE POSSIBLITY OF FORIEGN INVOLVEMENT 
IN STUDENT DISORDERS INCREASES 

REE: A) ROME 7275; B) ROME 61 10 

SUMMARY. IN A MAY 6 PRESS CONFERENCE JUSTICE MINISTER 
BONIFACIO OUTLINED SOME OE THE STEPS BEING TAKEN TO DEAL 
WITH THE CRISIS OE PUBLIC ORDER, STRESSING IN PARTICULAR 
MEASURES TO IMPROVE PRISON SECRITY AND END THE TOO-LENIENT 
SENTENCING OE THOSE CONVICTED OF SERIOUS CRIMES. THE 
WEEKEND WAS MARKED BY TWO PRISON RIOTS AND SEVERAL 
ESCAPES WHILE PRESS SPECULATION ON THE POSSIBLITY OF 
FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT IN THE FINANCING AND ORCHESTRATION OE 
WIDESPREAD POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND STUDENT DISORDERS 
INCREASED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN A MAY 6 PRESS CONFERENCE JUSTICE MINISTER 
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BONIFACIO OUTLINED STEPS WHICH HIS MINISTRY WAS TAKING 
TO COMBAT THE RISING TIDE OE VIOLENCE AND LAWLESSNESS 
AND IMPROVE SECURITY IN ITALY'S OVERCROWDED PRISONS. 
BONIFACIO STATED HIS INTENTION TO USE PANELS OF JUDGES 
TO TRY CASES FOR WHICH JURORS COULD NOT BE EOUND 
(SEE REF. A) AND ANNOUNCED THAT AN EARLIER PLAN TO 
PLACE CARABINIERI ON GUARD OUTSIDE PRISON WALLS AS A 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE REGULAR GUARD FORCE WILL BE INSTITUTED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. MEASURES TO EXPAND THE RPISON 
GUARD EORCE, ISOLATE THE MORE DANGEROUS CONVICTS, AND 
RELIEVE OVERCROWDING BY IMPOSING PENALTIES OTHER THAN 
INCARCERATION FOR MINOR CRIMES WERE PUT FORWARD AS 
WELL. BONIFACIO ALSO STATES THAT HE WAS TAKING STEPS 
TO SPEED UP THE JUDICIAL PROCESS AND TO ENSURE HARSH 
SENTENCES EOR THOSE CONVICTED OE SERIOUS CRIMES. THE 
LATTER INSTRUCTION WAS REFLECTED THE EOLLOWING DAY IN 
EIGHT LIEE SENTENCES HANDED DOWN IN A 
KIDNAPPING/MURDER CASE IN NOVARA. 

2. THE NEED FOR PRISON REFORM WAS GRAPHICALLY ILLUSTRATED 
DURING THE WEEKEND AS CARABINIERI AND POLICE WERE FORCED 
TO USE TEAR GAS TO QUELL A RIOT AT SAN VITTORE PRISON 

IN MILAN. FIFTEEN INMATES FLED A YOUTH DETENTION 
CENTER IN TURIN DURING A REVOLT ON MAY 6, ONLY SIX OF 
WHOM HAVE THUS FAR BEEN RECAPTURED. FIVE CONVICTS 
ESCAPED FROM A FACILITY IN RAVENNA ON MAY 8 
WHILE THE ATTEMPT OF FOUR OTHERS TO FLEE THE PENAL 
COLONY ON THE ISLAND OF PIANOSA WAS THWARTED ONLY 
WHEN A BOAT THEY HAD STOLEN CAPSIZED IN ROUGH SEAS. 

IN BERGAMO A PRISON GUARD WAS HELD HOSTAGE FOR SEVERAL 
HOURS ON MAY 8 WHILE HIS CAPTOR NEGOITATED TRANSFER 
TO ANOTHER PRISON. 

3. ELSEWHERE, SPECULATION HAS INCREASED ON THE 
POSSIBILITY OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
OR ORGANIZATIONS IN POLITICAL VIOLENCE AND STUDENT 
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DISORDERS IN ITALY. FRONT PAGE EDITORIALS IN CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA ON MAY 7 AND 8 DISMISSED THE POSSIBLITY OF 
CIA INVOLVEMENT (SEE REF B) AND MENTIONED CZECH, LYBIAN, 

OR EAST GERMAN CONNECTIONS AS MORE PROBABLE, WHILE 
LAMENTING THE FACT THAT GOI INTELLIGENCE ORGANS CANNOT 
PROVIDE A DEFINITE ANSWER. IN THE LATEST ISSUE OF THE 
PCI WEEKLY RINASCITA FASCIST GROUPS IN WEST GERMANY 
AND SPAIN WERE CITED AS THE MOST LIKELY SOURCES OF 
FOREIGN FINANCING FOR BOTH RIGHT AND LEFT WING 
TERRORISTS. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN, INCLUDING INTERIOR 
MINISTER COSSIGA, HAVE REPEATEDLY DENIED HAVING ANY 
EVIDENCE OF FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT WITH TERRORIST GROUPS 
IN ITALY. GARDNER 
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